
 1 19 May 2025 

 

HUTT CITY COUNCIL 
 

KOMITI ITI WHAKAWĀ | HEARINGS SUBCOMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of a Meeting held in the Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 30 Laings Road,  
Lower Hutt on 

 Monday 19 May 2025 commencing at 9:30 am 
 

 
PRESENT: Cr A Mitchell (Chair) Cr K Brown 
 Cr T Stallinger  

 
IN ATTENDANCE: D Pratt, Animal Services Manager 

S White, Policy Advisor 
 M Dunn, Solicitor  

K Stannard, Head of Democratic Services  
J Young, Democracy Advisor 

 
 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 
 

The Chair explained the hearing process, clarifying that the subcommittee would not 
make any final decisions. Instead, they would provide a recommendation to the Policy, 
Finance, and Strategy Committee, as well as to the Council meeting, based on today's 
hearing. 

 

2. APOLOGIES  

There were no apologies.  

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS 

There were no conflicts of interest declarations. 

 

1. OPENING FORMALITIES - KARAKIA TIMATANGA 

Whakataka te hau ki te uru  
Whakataka te hau ki te tonga  
Kia mākinakina ki uta  
Kia mātaratara ki tai  
E hī ake ana te atakura  
He tio, he huka, he hau hū  
Tīhei mauri ora 

Cease the winds from the west  
Cease the winds from the south  
Let the breeze blow over the land  
Let the breeze blow over the ocean  
Let the red-tipped dawn come with a 
sharpened air. 
A touch of frost, a promise of a glorious 
day. 
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4. DRAFT DOG CONTROL POLICY AND BYLAW HEARING OF SUBMISSIONS  

Report No. HSC2025/2/134 by the Policy Advisor 

 

 

 

5. 

 

 

 

The Policy Advisor elaborated on the report. 

The Chair read out a statement from Kara Puketapu-Dentice, Chief Executive of Taranaki 
Whānui ki te Upoko o Te Ika, attached as page 8 to the minutes. 

HEARING OF SUBMISSIONS 

Jessica Walker (via audio-visual link) (on behalf of Arnja Dale) representing SPCA, 
presented the submission.  

In response to questions from members, Jessica Walker noted that she was aware of 
programmes implemented by Auckland City and Rotorua Lake Councils, such as 
educational initiatives and desexing efforts for menacing dogs. However, she expressed 
uncertainty about whether these programmes had been in place long enough to evaluate 
their impacts. Additionally, she mentioned an increase in roaming dog issues, 
particularly in the Northland area and south of Auckland, indicating a growing concern 
around this matter. 

Belinda Moss, Chair of the Eastbourne Community Board (ECB), presented the 
submission. 

In response to a question from a member, Belinda Moss noted that dog walkers could 
sometimes pose challenges, especially when dogs were not on leashes or were on long 
leashes and not effectively controlled. She emphasised that this is an ongoing educational 
issue for all users of the area. 

Marty de Boer presented the submission and shared a powerpoint presentation available 
here. 

Greg Moore was not present at the hearing. 

Antonia Crawford presented the submission. 

Jessie Wrigglesworth was not present at the hearing. 

Shelley Dunford presented the submission and tabled a written statement attached as 
pages 9-10 to the minutes.   

Lee Davidson presented the submission. 

James Fraser presented the submission and shared a powerpoint presentation available 
here.  

Harry Singh, representing the New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) Waka Kotahi, 
presented the submission. 

In response to questions from members, Harry Singh explained that consent for Te Ara 

https://hccpublicdocs.azurewebsites.net/api/download/2657e0a4b3614301b65dd99406a07ad2/_mtgmngmnt/b2b1e04e866e4341f1b857b9279a6f53ad
https://hccpublicdocs.azurewebsites.net/api/download/2657e0a4b3614301b65dd99406a07ad2/_mtgmngmnt/c881b97188e357423b8ba68e2f8c2fbdbd
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Tupua / Tupua Horo Nuku was obtained in 2020 during the pandemic, which limited 
public interaction. He emphasised that electronic feedback indicated the pathway should 
include controls for dogs. Due to Council’s Dog Bylaw, NZTA Waka Kotahi could not 
enforce this condition in resource consents. He noted the pathway's unique marine 
ecology highlighted the need for controlled dog use. He also mentioned that no statistical 
study on retractable leads existed.  He advised that the conclusions were based on 
judgement, and suggested adding a click setting for their use.  

Caroline Gardiner was not present at the hearing. 

Lyall Huizer presented the submission. 

Parker Jones, representing MIRO, presented the submission and shared a powerpoint 
presentation available here. 

In response to questions from members, Parker Jones advised that dotterel nesting could 
not be relocated because the dotterels selected their own locations.  

The hearing adjourned at 10.52am and resumed at 10.56am. 

Caroline Bray, representing Wainuiomata AFC, presented the submission. 

In response to questions from members, Caroline Bray advised that there were issues of 
dog droppings on Saturday and Sunday mornings before football games. She said that 
there were no marked pitches for the junior games. Additionally, she pointed out that 
cricket players did not utilise that section of the park during the training season. She 
expressed that she had no issues with allowing this area of the park to be used as a space 
for dog exercise during the summer months.  

Catherine Petrey presented the submission and tabled a written statement attached as 
page 11 to the minutes. 

In response to a question from a member, Catherine Petrey advised that priority should 
be given to dogs in areas where off-leash exercise was permitted.  

Michael Gendall presented the submission. 

Kevin Goldsbury, representing Ignite Sport, presented the submission. 

In response to a question from a member, Kevin Goldsbury advised that if dogs were on 
a lead and well-controlled, there would be no issues with the area also being used as a 
dog exercise area.  

Sally Bain presented the submission. 

In response to a question from a member, Sally Bain recommended that dogs be 
prohibited from the entire beach at Seaview. 

Gavin Forrest presented the submission. 

In response to a question from a member, Gavin Forrest advised that it was the dog 
owner’s responsibility to provide water for their dogs. However, the water and bathing 

https://hccpublicdocs.azurewebsites.net/api/download/2657e0a4b3614301b65dd99406a07ad2/_mtgmngmnt/03909c06879f08401aa3d2705bf40c5f1b
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station were easily accessible. 

Karen Naylor, presented the submission and shared a powerpoint presentation available 
here.  

In response to a question from a member, Karen Naylor advised that the incident 
involving her dog occurred in the Kelson dog exercise area.  

Margaret Miller presented the submission. 

In response to a question from a member, Margaret Miller suggested that a sign or board 
could indicate which paths were designated for dogs. 

Sarah Wedde presented the submission. 

In response to a member's question, Sarah Wedde stated that Dog Control officers must 
be more careful when identifying individuals who report roaming dogs, ensuring that 
they do not disclose the reporters' details. 

Pauline Marshall presented the submission. 

Lyle Earl presented the submission and tabled a map attached as page 12 to the minutes. 

Erin Cassidy presented the submission. 

Elizabeth Feary presented the submission. 

Merran Bakker presented the submission and shared a powerpoint presentation 
available here.  

David Tripp, representing Hutt Cycle Network, presented the submission and shared a 
powerpoint presentation available here. 

In response to a question from a member, David Tripp expressed concerns that having 
2,000 cyclists, along with walkers and dogs on the path, would be unsafe.  

6. 
RESOLVED: (Cr Mitchell/Cr Stallinger) Minute No. HSC 25201 

“That the Hearings Subcommittee: 

(1) receives and notes the report; 

(2) notes on 25 March 2025, Council approved the Statement of Proposal for the Dog Control 

Policy and Dog Control Bylaw for formal consultation as attached as Appendix 1 to the 

report;  

(3) notes that 976 surveys and 20 email submissions were circulated to the members prior to the 

hearing; 

(4) receives and considers 976 survey submissions and 20 email submissions (at this link) 

received during the consultation period from 26 March to 2 April 2025; 

 

https://hccpublicdocs.azurewebsites.net/api/download/2657e0a4b3614301b65dd99406a07ad2/_mtgmngmnt/40c23c1a8924fc407aa986dab0411d3cf0
https://hccpublicdocs.azurewebsites.net/api/download/2657e0a4b3614301b65dd99406a07ad2/_mtgmngmnt/d97d4fe291028f48318d3d92c11dc5db46
https://hccpublicdocs.azurewebsites.net/api/download/2657e0a4b3614301b65dd99406a07ad2/_mtgmngmnt/643bbac890e6c644679b4c66f9ff383b2a
https://hccpublicdocs.azurewebsites.net/api/download/cc1ec8860a1648a5b88dbb5e9f6154a2/_policies/b5705472264684a7040d583407c1c079187a9
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(5) notes that the Subcommittee’s recommendations on whether to adopt the final Dog Control 

Policy and final Dog Control Bylaw will be considered by the Policy, Finance and Strategy 

Committee on 1 July 2025 and by Council on 31 July 2025; and 

(6) notes that officers will incorporate the Subcommittee’s changes into a revised final Dog 

Control Policy and final Dog Control Bylaw, including additional marked changes, for 

recommendation to the Policy, Finance and Strategy Committee.” 

7. CLOSING FORMALITIES - KARAKIA WHAKAMUTUNGA 

Unuhia!  
Unuhia!  
Unuhia i te uru-tapu-nui  
Kia wātea, kia māmā  
Te ngākau, te tinana,  
te wairua i te ara takatū  
Koia rā e Rongo  
whakairihia ake ki runga  
Kia wātea, kia wātea!  
Ae rā, kua wātea!  
Hau, pai mārire. 

Release us from the supreme sacredness 
of our tasks  
To be clear and free  
in heart, body and soul in our 
continuing journey  
Oh Rongo, raise these words up high so 
that we be cleansed and be free,  
Yes indeed, we are free!  
Good and peaceful 
 

 

 
The Subcommittee moved into private deliberations at 1.10pm. 
 
 RESOLVED: (Cr Mitchell/Cr Stallinger) Minute No. HSC 25202 

“That the Hearings Subcommittee:  

(1) receives the draft Dog Control Policy and Bylaw attached to Report No. HSC2025/2/134; 

 

(2) acknowledges and respects the wishes of the landowner, Mana Whenua, regarding the 

requirement for dogs to be on-leash at Te Puni, Mana Whenua, and asks a senior officer to 

discuss with the Chief Executive of Taranaki Whānui whether there is a possible compromise 

that would allow dogs off-leash to access the freshwater stream; 

 

(3) notes that the proposed change to the Bell Park dog exercise area (excluding sports surfaces) 

received strong support, with 78.7% of submitters in favour of the proposed change; 

 

(4) notes that the proposed change to the eastern section of Richard Prouse Park dog exercise area 

(outside the sports surfaces in the western section) received strong support, with 72.6% of 

submitters in support of the proposed change; 

 

(5) asks officers to confirm that the marked paths in Avalon Park are the most appropriate for 

dogs on-leash access; 

 

(6) agrees to the following changes to the draft policy and bylaw and asks that officers: 

 

(a) add wording under the dog exercise area in Petone, to read “…excluding Honiana Te 

Puni Reserve and the Tupua Horo Nuku shared path”; 
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(b) move the requirement for owners to carry waste bags from clause 6.2 of the policy to the 

overview section at clause 3; 

 

(c) review the terminology for 'dog droppings' in both the policy and bylaw for consistency; 

 

(d) review the wording for clause 8.5, specifically subclauses (d) and (e), as these do not 

exist; 

 

(e) add wording to clause 9.1 indicating that fees are notified in Long Term and Annual 

Plans; 

 

(f) revise clause 3.3 to discourage the use of chains; 

 

(g) revise the wording in clause 8.3 to replace ‘rog’ with ‘dog’; 

(h) revise the wording of the summertime restrictions to specify the dates, for example, from 
1 December 1 to 31 March; 
 

(7) asks officers to improve the signage at Eastbourne;  
 

(8) asks officers to follow up on the potential desexing of multiple roaming dogs; 
 

(9) asks officers to explore the possibility of the inclusion of a pathway to appeal menacing 
classification with eligibility based on demonstrated steps towards responsible dog ownership; 
 

(10) asks officers to prioritise efforts to address the identified behaviour at the beach at the end of 
Seaview, recognising that this is primarily an enforcement issue. Since the beach at Seaview 
was not included in the formal consultation process, the Hearings Subcommittee cannot 
give weight to the submission. Officers should actively monitor the situation. If these efforts 
are unsuccessful, more significant measures may need to be considered in the future;  
 

(11) asks officers to update the old signage and add new signs when additional budget becomes 
available; and 
 

(12) delegates authority to the Hearings Subcommittee Chair and the Chief Executive to approve 

any minor changes or minor editorial amendments to the proposed Dog Control Policy and 

Bylaw, prior to being submitted for consideration to the Policy Finance and Strategy 

Committee and Council.”  
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 RECOMMENDED:  (Cr Mitchell/Cr Brown) Minute No. HSC 25203 

“That the Hearings Subcommittee recommends to the Policy, Finance and Strategy Committee 
that Council, in accordance with section 155 of the Local Government Act 2002: 

(1) agrees that the proposed Hutt City Council Dog Control Policy and Bylaw, attached as 

Appendix 1 to the minutes, including the marked-up version and additional mark-ups 

(highlighted in yellow) from the Hearings Subcommittee, is the most suitable approach to 

encourage responsible dog ownership and support the needs of dog owners and the general 

public. This approach supports the rights of people to move freely around within the city 

without encountering danger, distress, or nuisance from dogs; 

 

(2) asks officers to create messaging and signage to support the implementation of the bylaw, 

emphasising key dog control provisions on shared paths and near marked sports fields; 

 

(3) pursuant to sections 145 and 146 of the Local Government Act and section 10 of the Dog 

Control Act 1996, adopts the Hutt City Council’s Council Dog Control Policy and Bylaw 

2025, including the accepted edits, with effect from 31 July 2025;  

 

(4) authorises officers to publicly notify the Hutt City Council Dog Control Policy and Bylaw 

2025 and the date it has effect from; and 

(5) notes that the Hutt City Council Dog Control Policy and Bylaw 2025 will need to be 
reviewed by December 2035.” 

 
 
There being no further business, the Chair declared the hearing closed at 2.40pm. 

 
 
 
 
 

Cr Mitchell 
CHAIR 

 
 
 
 
CONFIRMED as a true and correct record 
Dated this 1st day of July 2025 
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Regarding the proposed changes to Honiana Te Puni Reserve 
 
The position of Taranaki Whānui, the owners of the whenua. 
  
We do not support the reserve being off-leash.  
  
Dogs on leash is acceptable.  
  
Significant portions of the foreshore and the area out at Hikoikoi is off leash.  
  
There is ample space for dog off leash activities.  
  
The reserve and its changing nature and activities are not consistent with the 
space being off leash.  
  
In our view this does not negatively impact the amenity value for dog walkers and 
off leash activities - as I note above - there is plenty provision for dog leash 
activities within close proximity of the reserve.  
  
Ngā mihi 
  
Kara 
 
CEO Taranaki Whānui 
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Appendix 1 13 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 14 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 15 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 16 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 17 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 18 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 19 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 20 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 21 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 22 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 23 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 24 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 25 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 26 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 27 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 28 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 29 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 30 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 31 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 32 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 33 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 34 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 35 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 36 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 37 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 38 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 39 19 May 2025 

 

 
  



Appendix 1 40 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 41 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 42 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 43 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 44 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 45 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 46 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 47 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 48 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 49 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 50 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 51 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 52 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 53 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 54 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 55 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 56 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 57 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 58 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 59 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 60 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 61 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 62 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 63 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 64 19 May 2025 

 



Appendix 1 65 19 May 2025 
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