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HUTT CITY COUNCIL 
 

HEARINGS SUBCOMMITTEE 
 

Meeting to be held in the Council Chambers,  
2nd Floor, 30 Laings Road, Lower Hutt on 

 Friday 13 June 2025 commencing at 9:30 am. 
 

ORDER PAPER 
 

PUBLIC BUSINESS  

1. OPENING FORMALITIES - KARAKIA TIMATANGA 

Whakataka te hau ki te uru 
Whakataka te hau ki te 
tonga 
Kia mākinakina ki uta 
Kia mātaratara ki tai 
E hī ake ana te atakura 
He tio, he huka, he hau hū 
Tīhei mauri ora. 

Cease the winds from the west 
Cease the winds from the south 
Let the breeze blow over the land 
Let the breeze blow over the ocean 
Let the red-tipped dawn come with a sharpened air.  
A touch of frost, a promise of a glorious day. 

 

2. APOLOGIES  

No apologies have been received.  

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS            

 Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision 
making when a conflict arises between their role as a member and any private or 
other external interest they might have. 

4. HEARING FOR OBJECTION TO MENACING DOG CLASSIFICATION 

Report No. HSC2025/3/173 by the Principal Animal Control Officer 3 

5. CLOSING FORMALITIES - KARAKIA WHAKAMUTUNGA 

Unuhia! 
Unuhia! 
Unuhia i te uru-tapu-nui 
Kia wātea, kia māmā 
Te ngākau, te tinana, te wairua i 
te ara takatū 
Koia rā e Rongo whakairihia ake 
ki runga 
Kia wātea, kia wātea! 
Ae rā, kua wātea! 
Hau, pai mārire. 

Release us from the supreme sacredness of our tasks 
To be clear and free  
in heart, body and soul in our continuing journey 
Oh Rongo, raise these words up high 
so that we be cleansed and be free, 
Yes indeed, we are free! 
Good and peaceful  

 

 
Kathryn Stannard 
HEAD OF DEMOCRATIC SERVICES 
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Hearings Subcommittee 

09 June 2025 

 

 
Report no: HSC2025/3/173 
 

Hearing for objection to menacing dog 
classification 

 

Purpose of Report 

1. To review the information contained within the report and determine if the 
dog menacing classification should be upheld or rescinded. 

Recommendations 

That the Subcommittee: 

(1) notes the provisions of the Dog Control Act 1996 which apply to 
classification of a dog as a menacing dog; 

(2) hears the evidence of the Animal Control Officer which led to the 
classification being imposed; 

(3) hears the objection by the owner of the dog; 

(4) hears the evidence of the complainant; 

(5) considers any other matters relevant under Section 33B of the Act; and 

(6) decides to uphold or rescind the classification. 

 

Background 

2. The Hutt City Dog Policy has regard, under the Dog Control Act 1996 (the 
Act), to the following matters: 

• the need to minimize danger, distress, and nuisance to the community 
generally, 

• the need to avoid the inherent danger in allowing dogs to have 
uncontrolled access to public places that are frequented by children, 
whether or not the children are accompanied by adults, 

• the importance of enabling, to the extent that is practicable, the public 
(including families) to use streets and public amenities without fear of 
attack or intimidation by dogs; and 

• the exercise and recreational needs of dogs and their owners. 
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3. Under the Act and Hutt City Dog Policy, where a Dog Control Officer 
observes or believes a dog has attacked a person or animal, the officer may: 

• issue an infringement notice; 

• at the time, seize the dog if it is at large;  

• if the dog continues to be a threat to the safety of people or animals, 
seize the dog; 

• destroy the dog at the time of the attack; 

• classify the dog as dangerous or menacing; 

• prosecute the owner under the Act. 

Penalties could be up to three years imprisonment or fines of $20,000 for 
serious injury incidents. 

4. In this case the dog has been classified a “menacing dog” under the Act and 
the dog owner has objected to the classification.  The main requirements 
under this classification are that the dog must be muzzled at all times while 
in a public place and neutered or spayed within one month of the 
classification.   

5. The owner of a dog which has been classified as a menacing dog may object 
to the classification within 14 days of receipt of the notification of the 
classification. 

6. The following information is attached to the report: 

Appendix 1 – Incident report; 

Appendix 2 – Statement from complainant; 

Appendix 3 – Notice of classification of a menacing dog; 

Appendix 4 – Objection from dog owner; and 

Appendix 5 – Letter in support of dog. 

Consultation 

7. The Animal Control Officer collects evidence from the complainant, the 
owner of the dog and any witnesses.  Council records for previous warnings 
or actions are also checked prior to deciding to classify a dog as menacing. 
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Legal Considerations 

8. The process regarding the classification of a dog as menacing is outlined in 
the Act.  The relevant sections of the Act follow: 

33A Territorial authority may classify dog as menacing 

(1)  This section applies to a dog that— 

(a)  has not been classified as a dangerous dog under section 31; but 

(b)  a territorial authority considers may pose a threat to any 

person, stock, poultry, domestic animal, or protected wildlife 

because of— 

(i)  any observed or reported behaviour of the dog; or 

(ii)  any characteristics typically associated with the dog's 

breed or type. 

(2)  A territorial authority may, for the purposes of section 33E(1)(a), 

classify a dog to which this section applies as a menacing dog. 

(3)  If a dog is classified as a menacing dog under subsection (2), the 

territorial authority must immediately give written notice in the 

prescribed form to the owner of— 

(a)  the classification; and 

(b)  the provisions of section 33E (which relates to the effect of 

classification as a menacing dog); and 

(c) the right to object to the classification under section 33B; and 

(d)  if the territorial authority's policy is not to require the 

neutering of menacing dogs (or would not require the 

neutering of the dog concerned), the effect of sections 33EA and 

33EB if the owner does not object to the classification and the 

dog is moved to the district of another territorial authority. 

9. Owner’s right to objection to the classification 

33B Objection to classification of dog under section 33A 

(1)  If a dog is classified under section 33A as a menacing dog, the 

owner— 

(a)  may, within 14 days of receiving notice of the classification, 

object in writing to the territorial authority in regard to the 

classification; and 

(b)  has the right to be heard in support of the objection. 

 
10. Considering the objection 

33B Objection to classification of dog under section 33A 

(2)  The territorial authority considering an objection under subsection 

(1) may uphold or rescind the classification, and in making its 

determination must have regard to— 

(a)  the evidence which formed the basis for the classification; and 

(b)  any steps taken by the owner to prevent any threat to the safety 

of persons or animals; and 

(c)  the matters relied on in support of the objection; and 

(d)  any other relevant matters. 

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_dog+control+act_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM374887#DLM374887
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_dog+control+act_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM375112#DLM375112
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_dog+control+act_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM375112#DLM375112
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_dog+control+act_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM375105#DLM375105
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_dog+control+act_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM375117#DLM375117
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_dog+control+act_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM375119#DLM375119
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_dog+control+act_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM375100#DLM375100
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(3)  The territorial authority must, as soon as practicable, give written 

notice to the owner of— 

(a)  its determination of the objection; and 

(b)  the reasons for its determination. 

11. Effects of classification as menacing dog 

33E Effect of classification as menacing dog 

(1)  If a dog is classified as a menacing dog under section 33A or section 

33C, the owner of the dog— 

(a)  must not allow the dog to be at large or in any public place or 

in any private way, except when confined completely within a 

vehicle or cage, without being muzzled in such a manner as to 

prevent the dog from biting but to allow it to breathe and drink 

without obstruction; and 

(b)  must, if required by the territorial authority, within 1 month 

after receipt of notice of the classification, produce to the 

territorial authority a certificate issued by a veterinarian 

certifying— 

(i)  that the dog is or has been neutered; or 

(ii)  that for reasons that are specified in the certificate, the 

dog will not be in a fit condition to be neutered before a 

date specified in the certificate; and 

(c)  must, if a certificate under paragraph (b)(ii) is produced to the 

territorial authority, produce to the territorial authority, within 

1 month after the date specified in that certificate, a further 

certificate under paragraph (b)(i). 

Financial Considerations 

12. Any costs associated with a hearing will be met from the Animal Control 
operating budget. 

Appendices 

No. Title Page 

1⇩  Appendix 1 - Incident report 7 

2⇩  Appendix 2 - Statement from complainant 11 

3⇩  Appendix 3 - Notice of classification of a menacing dog 16 

4⇩  Appendix 4 - Objection from dog owner 18 

5⇩  Appendix 5 - Letter in support of dog 24 

      
 

Author: Keri Te Kawa 
Principal Animal Control Officer 
 
Approved By: Duncan Pratt 
Animal Services Manager  
  

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_dog+control+act_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM375100#DLM375100
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_dog+control+act_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM375107#DLM375107
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/link.aspx?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_dog+control+act_resel_25_a&p=1&id=DLM375107#DLM375107
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