
 1 1 July 2025 

 

HUTT CITY COUNCIL 
 

KOMITI RATONGA RANGATŌPŪ ME TE RAUTAKI 
POLICY, FINANCE AND STRATEGY COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of a meeting held in the Council Chambers,  

2nd Floor, 30 Laings Road, Lower Hutt on 
 Tuesday 1 July 2025 commencing at 2:00 pm 

 
To watch the livestream of the meeting, please click the link here  

Policy, Finance and Strategy Committee - 1 July 2025 
 

 
PRESENT: Cr A Mitchell (Chair) Mayor C Barry 
 Cr K Brown Cr B Dyer (via audio-visual 

link) (from 2.33pm and until 
2.40pm) 

 Cr Edwards Deputy Mayor T Lewis 
 Cr K Morgan Cr C Parkin 
 Cr T Stallinger  

 
APOLOGIES: Cr Dyer for lateness  
 
IN ATTENDANCE: A Blackshaw, Director Neighbourhoods and Communities  

J Griffiths, Director Strategy and Planning 
J Livschitz, Group Chief Financial Officer (part meeting) 
B Cato, Chief Legal Officer (part meeting) 
R Hardie, Head of Strategy and Policy 
K Stannard, Head of Democratic Services (part meeting) 
J Roberts, Head of Environmental Protection (part meeting) 
F Gregory, Head of Customer Communications and 
Engagement (part meeting) 
O Miller, Policy Advisor (part meeting) 
M Nuth, Principal Advisor Research and Evaluation  
(part meeting) 
D Bentley, Environmental Health Manager (part meeting) 
S White, Policy Advisor (part meeting) 
D Pratt, Animal Services Manager (part meeting) 
R Carrig, Engagement Lead (part meeting) 
H Ellison, Events Lead (part meeting) 
J Randall, Democracy Advisor (via audio-visual link) 
V Gilmour, Democracy Advisor 

 
 

 
PUBLIC BUSINESS 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bdz5h75XOrI
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Whakataka te hau ki te uru 
Whakataka te hau ki te 
tonga 
Kia mākinakina ki uta 
Kia mātaratara ki tai 
E hī ake ana te atakura 
He tio, he huka, he hau hū 
Tīhei mauri ora. 

Cease the winds from the west 
Cease the winds from the south 
Let the breeze blow over the land 
Let the breeze blow over the ocean 
Let the red-tipped dawn come with a sharpened air.  
A touch of frost, a promise of a glorious day. 

 

 

2. APOLOGIES  

RESOLVED: (Cr Mitchell/Cr Brown)                          Minute No. PFSC 25301 

“That the apology for lateness from Cr Dyer be accepted.” 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Comments are recorded under the item to which they relate.  

4. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATIONS     

 

There were no conflict of interest declarations. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS TO TE KAUNIHERA O TE AWA KAIRANGI 

COUNCIL - 31 July 2025 

RESOLVED: (Cr Mitchell/Cr Stallinger)                   Minute No. PFSC 25302 

“That the minutes of the Komiti Iti Whakawā | Hearings Subcommittee meeting held on  
19 May 2025 be adopted, with the exception of the recommended item - 4. Draft Dog 
Control Policy and Bylaw hearing of submissions.” 

 

1. OPENING FORMALITIES - KARAKIA TIMATANGA 



 3 1 July 2025 

 

a) Proposed change to dog control measures on pathways in Avalon Park  

 Speaking under public comment, Margaret Miller expressed support for 
allowing greater access for dogs at Avalon Park beyond what was 
outlined in Council’s original plan, which designated only the northern 
section of Avalon Park for dog use. She expressed support for the 
changes recommended by the Hearings Subcommittee, emphasising that 
Avalon Park should be a space for everyone to enjoy. She noted that 
dogs typically seen at Avalon Park were family pets and generally well-
behaved. 

In response to a question from a member, Margaret Miller stated that she 
believed dogs played a crucial role in supporting the well-being of older 
people. 

The Policy Advisor elaborated on the memorandum. 

In response to a member's question, the Policy Advisor clarified that the 
blue line on the map was for illustrative purposes only and did not 
indicate the exact route of the proposed pathway. 

 
Recommended Item  
 
4. Draft Dog Control Policy and Bylaw hearing of submissions 

Speaking under public comment, Elaine and Derek Richardson, 

representing Hutt Cycle Network, referenced a 2020 safety audit of Te 
Ara Tupua, commissioned by Waka Kotahi|New Zealand Transport 
Agency. They highlighted a recommendation to consider banning dogs 
along the shared path due to the risk of ‘clotheslining’ hazards for 
cyclists, which could lead to serious injuries. Elaine Richardson also 
noted concerns that dogs might deter cyclists and disturb nearby 

penguins' nesting areas.  

In response to a question from a member, Elaine and Derek Richardson 
noted that on shared paths, a painted line separating walkers and 
cyclists did not prevent dogs from straying into the cyclists' lane. They 
highlighted safety risks due to dog owners not using short leads. They 
were uncertain if Wellington City Council had specific rules for dogs on 
shared paths. 

In response to questions from members, the Policy Advisor confirmed that 
Council could install signs on the shared path, requesting dogs be kept on 
short leads, similar to Wellington City Council’s approach. However, he said 
this was not included in Wellington City Council’s bylaw due to enforcement 
challenges. 

In response to a question from a member, the Director of 
Neighbourhoods and Communities stated that the cost of signs for the 
shared path could be covered within the current Long-Term Plan (LTP) 



 4 1 July 2025 

 

budget, provided they were identified as a priority. 

Members expressed support for the recommendations and made the following 
points: 
 

Cr Edwards believed the shared path should be able to safely accommodate 
both cyclists and dog walkers if appropriate signage was installed to 
encourage the use of short leads, and an attitude of courtesy was present 
among all users. He added that the proposed changes to dog access along 
Avalon Park pathways were a sensible compromise that addressed key safety 
risks. 
 
Cr Brown considered that dogs played an essential role in supporting 
wellbeing and helped encourage families and older people to spend more time 
outdoors. She added that the new Policy and Bylaw would support Council’s 
Animal Services team and help keep them safe. 
 
Cr Stallinger acknowledged that cyclists would be more likely to use the 
shared path if they felt safe. However he noted that if safety concerns related 
to dogs did emerge over time, they could be revisited and addressed. 
 
Deputy Mayor Lewis noted that serious cyclists were likely to use the shared 
path early in the morning, with commuters using it before and after work. She 
stated leisure dog walkers would typically be there during off-peak hours, 
suggesting the space could be shared successfully. 
 
Cr Dyer joined the meeting at 2:33pm via audio-visual link. 

The Chair pointed out that the recommendations aligned with Wellington City 
Council's dog control regulations. The Chair mentioned that while there was a 
condition of consent requiring dogs to be kept on-leash on Te Ara Tupua, and 
this was the position presented at the hearing by Waka Kotahi | New Zealand 
Transport Agency, the agency seemed to have no broader policy regarding 
dogs on shared paths or dedicated cycleways. He considered this to be a 
national issue needing further attention. 

 



 5 1 July 2025 

 

 
RECOMMENDED: (Cr Mitchell/Cr Stallinger)        Minute No. PFSC 25303 

“That the Committee recommends that Council, in accordance with section 155 of the 
Local Government Act 2002: 

(1) agrees that the proposed Hutt City Council Dog Control Policy and Bylaw, 

including the marked-up version and additional mark-ups (highlighted in yellow) 

from the Hearings Subcommittee (see link here: Agenda of Policy, Finance and 

Strategy Committee - Tuesday, 1 July 2025), along with the final version attached 

to the minutes, is the most suitable approach to encourage responsible dog 

ownership and support the needs of dog owners and the general public. This 

approach supports the rights of people to move freely around within the city 

without encountering danger, distress, or nuisance from dogs; 

 

(2) asks officers to create messaging and signage to support the implementation of the 

bylaw, emphasising key dog control provisions on shared paths and near marked 

sports fields; 

 

(3) directs officers to implement the new paved pathway indicated in blue in the 

officer’s report and then revoke dog access to the paths marked in yellow; 

 
(4) pursuant to sections 145 and 146 of the Local Government Act and section 10 of 

the Dog Control Act 1996, adopts the Hutt City Council’s Council Dog Control 

Policy and Bylaw 2025, including the accepted edits, with effect from 31 July 

2025;  

 

(5) authorises officers to publicly notify the Hutt City Council Dog Control Policy 

and Bylaw 2025 and the date it has effect from; and 

(6) notes that the Hutt City Council Dog Control Policy and Bylaw 2025 will need 
to be reviewed by December 2035.” 

 

 

  

https://huttcity.infocouncil.biz/Open/2025/07/PFSC_01072025_AGN_5381_AT.PDF
https://huttcity.infocouncil.biz/Open/2025/07/PFSC_01072025_AGN_5381_AT.PDF
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b) Appearance Industries Bylaw Review  

 The Policy Advisor elaborated on the report. 

Cr Dyer left the meeting at 2.40pm. 

The Chair acknowledged the importance of the pre-engagement work 
that gathered input from the appearance industry sector. 

 
RECOMMENDED: (Cr Mitchell/Cr Morgan)  Minute No. PFSC 25304 

“That the Committee recommends that Council: 

(1) notes that on 25 March 2025 Council approved the Statement of Proposal for the 
Appearance Industries Bylaw Review for formal consultation as attached at 
Appendix 1 to the report; 

(2) receives and considers the four survey submissions and three emailed submissions 
received during the consultation period from 26 March to 26 April 2025; 

(3) considers and approves proposed changes for the final Appearance Industries 
Bylaw and Code of Practice in response to consultation;  

(4)   authorises officers to publicly notify the Appearance Industries Bylaw and Code of 
Practice with effect from 31 July 2025; and 

(5) notes the Appearance Industries Bylaw will be due for review again in 2035.” 

c) Adoption of the final Events Strategy 2025-2034  

 The Events Lead elaborated on the report.  

Mayor Barry stated that it was no longer feasible for Council to manage 
events independently. He stressed the importance of collaborating with 
organisations that could provide high-quality events and promote 
economic growth. 

 
RECOMMENDED: (Cr Mitchell/Cr Morgan)  Minute No. PFSC 25305 

“That the Committee recommends that Council: 

(1) receives and notes the report; 

(2) notes the feedback from public consultation, as outlined in Appendix 1 to the 
report; 

(3) adopts the Events Strategy 2025 – 2034 attached at Appendix 2 to the report; 

(4) notes the proposed key performance indicators for measuring and monitoring the 
success of implementing the strategy attached at Appendix 3 to the report; and 

(5) notes that officers will report back to the relevant Committee in 2026 on the 
progress in implementing the Events Strategy 2025 – 2034.” 

  



 7 1 July 2025 

 

6. FEEDBACK FROM THE 2024 QUALITY OF LIFE SURVEY  

Report No. PFSC2025/3/186 by the Principal Advisor Research and Evaluation 

 The Principal Advisor Research and Evaluation elaborated on the report. 

 
RESOLVED: (Cr Mitchell/Deputy Mayor Lewis)  Minute No. PFSC 25306 

“That the Committee: 

(1) notes the findings of the 2024 Quality of Life Survey, as outlined in the 8-city Topline Report, 
Quality of Life Survey 2024 ; and 

(2) notes that the Quality of Life survey provides a helpful baseline for monitoring progress 
against Priority 2 of the Long-Term Plan Enabling a liveable city and vibrant 
neighbourhoods.” 

 

7. DRAFT ENGAGEMENT FRAMEWORK AND ACTION PLAN  

Report No. PFSC2025/3/187 by the Engagement Lead 

 The Engagement Lead elaborated on the report. 

 
RESOLVED: (Cr Mitchell/Cr Parkin) Minute No. PFSC 25307 

“That the Committee: 

(1) receives and notes the report and further progress made on the engagement uplift work since 
our last update in May 2025; 

(2) notes the importance of this work in building trust and achieving effective engagement, 
increased representation, and civic participation; 

(3) notes that the draft Engagement Framework and Action Plan are underpinned by the 
Engagement Principles approved by Council on 6 May 2025 and Te Ao Māori; 

(4) notes feedback received from the community, Elected Members and officers has been reflected 
in the draft Engagement Framework and Action Plan; 

(5) notes that the draft Engagement Framework and Action Plan attached as Appendix 1 to the 
report will go out for public engagement from 7 July to 3 August 2025; and 

(6) notes that officers will report back to the Committee with a summary of feedback and a 
proposed final document in September 2025 to be adopted by the newly elected Council 
following the local government election.” 

 

  

https://www.qualityoflifeproject.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Quality-of-Life-2024-8-City-Topline-report-130225.pdf
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8. INFORMATION ITEM 

Komiti Ratonga Rangatōpū me te Rautaki | Policy, Finance and Strategy 

Committee Forward Programme  

Memorandum dated 3 June 2025 by the Democracy Advisor 

RESOLVED:  (Cr Mitchell/Deputy Mayor Lewis)            Minute No. PFSC 25308 

“That the Committee receives and notes the draft forward programme for 2025 attached as 
Appendix 1 to the memorandum.” 

9. QUESTIONS  

 
There were no questions. 

10. CLOSING FORMALITIES - KARAKIA WHAKAMUTUNGA 

Unuhia! 
Unuhia! 
Unuhia i te uru-tapu-nui 
Kia wātea, kia māmā 
Te ngākau, te tinana, te wairua i 
te ara takatū 
Koia rā e Rongo whakairihia ake 
ki runga 
Kia wātea, kia wātea! 
Ae rā, kua wātea! 
Hau, pai mārire.  

Release us from the supreme sacredness of our 
tasks 
To be clear and free  
in heart, body and soul in our continuing 
journey 
Oh Rongo, raise these words up high 
so that we be cleansed and be free, 
Yes indeed, we are free! 
Good and peaceful 

 

 
 
 
There being no further business, the Chair declared the meeting closed at 2:55pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Mitchell 
CHAIR 

 
 
CONFIRMED as a true and correct record 
Dated this 31st day of July 2025 
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